2011 -2012
WELCOME BACK TO BLMS 
Collectively, we are your 8th grade Humanities teachers and we look forward to working with you as we learn more about American history, government, literature and language.  Humanities class will be taught in an integrated manner. This packet is your “survival guide” for 8th grade humanities. Save it in your binder all year long and become familiar with all of the policies and procedures explained within.  We’re looking forward to a great 8th grade year!

Grading Information

Grading scale
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Grading Categories




Language Arts




Social Studies


Daily Work
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Assessments


55%

Assessments/Projects
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Outside Reading

10% 

Effort/Participation

10%
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10%





Progress Reports – Grades will be posted six times during the school year (Mid-term and end of Tri).  If you would like additional grade summaries you must request them from your teacher at least 48 hours before they are needed.
  

Effort/Participation Grade - Your grade in this category is a combination of:  coming to class on time and with all necessary materials, homework completed, actively participating in classroom discussion, working with others and staying focused.

General Policies
Homework – Homework will be given as a continuation of information covered in class as well as preparation for upcoming topics.  All major assignments will be introduced with a handout of expectations, procedures and evaluation points.  All final drafts need to be word-processed following the guidelines given by each individual teacher.
Learning in 8th grade Humanities is cumulative, meaning that everything builds on what was taught the day/week/month before.  If you miss assignments it will hinder all of your future learning in this class.  Therefore, it is imperative that you turn in all of your work, complete.  Incomplete work will earn either diminished credit or no credit.

Many times you will finish schoolwork started on school computers on your home computer.  For this reason it is required you save all work done at school AND at home on a USB drive.  This should be brought with you to school each day.
Late Work Policy – It is our requirement that homework be completed before coming to school and will be turned in at the beginning of class.  Students will receive homework coupon passes each Trimester.  Daily homework that is turned in late and without a coupon will receive ½  credit if it’s complete and turned in the following day.  If homework is not turned in that next day you will not receive full credit for the assignment.  You may not use coupons for major projects, writing and vocabulary assignments. Major assignments that are not turned in on time will result in a loss of points for each day it is late.
_______student initial    ________ parent initial.  

Absences – If you miss class due to an excused absence, you will get the same number of days you were absent to make up the work.  It is YOUR responsibility to find out what work needs to be made up on the day you return to school (see individual teachers for procedures).  If you neglect to inquire about missed work the day you return to school, or in advance if it is an approved pre-planned absence (see student handbook for excused absence policy) you will forfeit the opportunity to make up the work for credit.  Assignments given prior to an absence are due as scheduled unless other arrangements are discussed with me.  
If you are absent the day of a quiz or exam it is YOUR responsibility to make the necessary arrangements to take the quiz or exam the day of your return.  Quizzes and exams not made up on the day you return to school (or alternate time scheduled with the teacher) will result in total loss of points for that quiz or exam.
If you are absent on the due date of a major project or final writing assignment it is still expected this work will be delivered on the due date.  For preplanned or extended absence your work must be turned in before you leave.    
_______student initial    ________ parent initial
Plagiarism and Copying – Copying another student’s work will not be tolerated and will result in a zero for all parties and the loss of 101 points.  Plagiarism is defined as taking another person’s words and ideas and using them as your own (this includes other student’s words or ideas).  This includes cutting and pasting documents from the web and direct copying of sentences from a text without citing the source used.  It is your responsibility to address questions about plagiarism before an assignment is turned in.  Work may be checked on Turnitin.com.






_______student initial    ________ parent initial
Organization – Part of our 8th grade emphasis is on organization and listening skills, so teachers expect you to get all the pertinent information and assignments during class.  When in doubt you should check your planner and then call a friend from class to get the assignment.  Absent students should follow their individual teacher’s expectations for absences.







_______student initial    ________ parent initial
Communication – Aside from learning subject matter content this year, you will be working on how to work in groups, how to be more organized, personal accountability for your studies and individual advocacy.  If there is ever a concern that comes up in the class, make arrangements to meet with your teacher before or after school.  Be prepared to share specifics of the issue/concern so together we can come up with a plan to resolve that issue.  Please schedule this meeting immediately rather than two months after an issue surfaces.  In order to promote personal problem solving skills and advocacy, it is important that you communicate with the teacher first. Together, we can come up with a plan to resolve any issue you may have.





_______student initial  _______ parent initial
How to contact us 
Each teacher at BLMS has voicemail and email.  While we are teaching class it is impossible for us to return calls.  We will get back to you as soon as possible.
Sarah Sarieddine


 Karen Smith
 837-6365



837-6367

sarieddines@issaquah.wednet.edu
smithk2@issaquah.wednet.edu





must have the 2 or it won’t get to me!
Debbie Pritchett             

Chris Santos

                                 
837-6371                                            837-6368            
pritchettd@issaquah.wednet.edu       santosc@issaquah.wednet.edu             
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Reading:
In Language Arts students will be reading short stories, American classic novels, and Historical Fiction.  

Movies that will potentially be viewed in class:
· Roots                                        
· Tom and Huck

· Glory

· Dances with Wolves
· Of  Mice and Men

· John Adams HBO Series

· Most Dangerous Game

· National Treasure I 
· The Patriot

· Iron Jawed Maidens

· Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee

· Gettysburg

Supplies Needed:
To bring and keep in class:
· Composition notebook .  This is your humanities journal and will be used in class.  It will not be used for any other subject or purpose.  This will be kept in-class.  

Everyday Supplies:
These following supplies must be brought everyday or potential 101 “Unprepared for Class” may be given and your effort/participation grade will be affected: 
· Black/Blue/Red pen and pencils                                                                                                                              
· Highlighters  (pink, blue, yellow, and green)
· Electronic storage supplies (USB preferred)

· Binder fully supplied with paper!!!

· Sheet protectors to be placed in binder – at least five.
· OR Book (if you finish class work/activities early you will be reading)

Bring To School But May Be Stored In Locker:
Large Zip-Lock Bag With:

Set of Colored Pencils
    
Sharpies minimum two colors  
Set of Colored Markers            Scissors          Glue Stick
RESUPPLY YOURSELF IF YOU RUN OUT OF SUPPLIES TO AVOID BEING “UNPREPARED FOR CLASS”
8th Grade Humanities Signature Sheet
Student Name (Please Print Legibly)____________________________________________________





        Last name,  First
“it takes a village to raise a child”  - African Proverb

Student:

I have read the Humanities packet and understand the policies and practices of 8th grade Humanities at Beaver Lake.  

Sincerely, ____________________________



Student signature
Parent:

I have read the Humanities packet and I approve of the listed potential movies included in this packet.




                                     Parent Signature ____________________________







                                    
 Parent/Guardian 
                                                                         Parent Name (Please Print)_____________________
                                                                                                                          Last name,   First

To Parents/Guardians:

Our team is looking forward to a great year!  We have just a few questions to ask so that we may better understand your student and plan for the school year.

1.)  Does your student have access to a computer at home?  ____Yes  ___No

       Does your student have internet access?  ____Yes  ___No

2.) What strengths does your student bring to class? 

3.) Challenges?
4.) Is there anything else I should know about your student?   Any issue that may affect student work this year? Comments? Questions?

                                Student Name: __________________________________
                                                                      Please print name           Last Name,          First    
Please print neatly and legibly
5.  E-mail 
   Parent/Guardian #1__________________________________________________

                                        Please print name
    E-mail: ________________________________________

   Parent/Guardian #2__________________________________________________



                Please print name
    E-mail:  ________________________________________

6.  Contact phone numbers
  Parent/Guardian #1 Home_______________________________
  Parent/Guardian #1 Cell/Work _______________________________

  Parent/Guardian #2 Home_______________________________
  Parent/Guardian #2 Cell/Work _______________________________
7.  Student E-mail:  ____________________________________
